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TAGS: JA, DEF 

SUBJECT: JSDF REACTION TO KURISU DISMISSAL 

1 . WE HAVE TALKED TO HIGH AND MIDDLE RANKING OFFICERS IN 
HOKKAIDO, INCLUDING THE COMMANDING GENERAL OF THE NORTHERN 
ARMY AND TWO FRONT LINE DIVISION COMMANDERS ABOUT LAST 
WEEK'S FORCED RESIGNATION OF GENERAL KURISU, CHAIRMAN OF 
THE JAPANESE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF. UNIFORMED OPINION IN 
HOKKAIDO SOLIDLY SUPPORTS GENERAL KURISU’S STATEMENTS TO 
THE EFFECT THAT FRONT LINE COMMANDERS MAY BE FORCED TO 
TAKE "EXTRA-LEGAL" ACTION TO DEAL WITH IMMINENT AGRESSION 

IF HIGHER AUTHORITY IS SLOW TO MAKE A DECISION. ALL AGREE 
THAT THE VAGUENESS IN COMMAND AUTHORITY IN EMERGENCIES IS 
A GLARING DEFICIENCY IN JAPAN'S DEFENSE PREPAREDNESS AND 
THAT GENERAL KURISU DID THE NATION A GREAT SERVICE IN 
SAYING SO. 

2. ON A MORE EMOTIONAL LEVEL, JSDF OFFICERS HERE PROFESS 
FRANK ADMIRATION FOR THE COURAGE WITH WHICH GENERAL KURISU 
HAS SPOKEN OUT ON SENSITIVE ISSUES SINCE ASSUMING THE JCS 
CHAIRMANSHIP. "HE SPEAKS FOR US ALL," SAID ONE HIGH 
RANKING OFFICER. FAR FROM BEING DISCOURAGED BY HIS ABRUPT 
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DISMISSAL, JSDF OFFICERS HERE BELIEVE GENERAL KURISU'S 
STATEMENTS HAVE SHAKEN LOOSE THE TIMIDITY WITH WHICH TOP 
OFFICERS HAVE FOR THE PAST THIRTY YEARS ADDRESSED VITAL 
DEFENSE ISSUES. THEY HOPE THAT IN SACRIFICING HIS CAREER, 

KURISU HAS SUCCEEDED IN FINALLY PLACING PUBLIC DISCUSSION 
OF DEFENSE MATTERS ON A MORE "REALISTIC" PLANE. 
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3. WHILE SOME RESERVATION IS EXPRESSED OVER GENERAL KURISU' 
CHOICE OF WORDS, JSDF OFFICERS EMPHATICALLY DENY CHARGES 
THAT CIVILIAN CONTROL WAS ENDANGERED BY HIS OUTSPOKENNESS. 
THEY VIGOROUSLY ASSERT THAT THE KURISU CASE DIFFERS FROM 
THE MACARTHUR AND SINGLAUB CASES IN THAT KURISU NEVER 
OPPOSED ESTABLISHED POLICY OR DISOBEYED AN ORDER. IN FACT 
HE REPORTEDLY OFFERED TO RESIGN TWICE BEFORE WHEN THE PRESS 
CRITICIZED HIS PUBLIC STATEMENTS AS INFRINGING ON POLICY 
MATTERS DECIDED BY CIVILIAN AUTHORITY. FURTHERMORE, JSDF 
OFFICERS HERE SAY, THE SITUATION TODAY CANNOT BE 
COMPARED IN ANY WAY WITH THAT OF PREWAR JAPAN. NOT ONLY 
ARE THE ARMED FORCES INCOMPARABLY SMALLER, BUT TODAY S 
JSDF OFFICERS HAVE NO INTEREST IN BECOMING EMBROILED IN 
POLITICS. 

4. JSDF OFFICERS GENERALLY AGREE THAT JAPAN IS UNDER NO 
IMMINENT THREAT FROM A FOREIGN POWER, BUT AS FRONT LINE 
OFFICERS NEAREST TO THE SOVIET UNION MANY HAVE PERSONAL 
EXPERIENCE WITH SOVIET HARASSMENT OF JAPANESE VESSELS AT 
SEA AND REPEATED SOVIET FLIRTATIONS WITH JAPANESE 
AIRSPACE. THEY SAY THAT THEY HAVE BEEN FRUSTRATED BY 
THEIR INABILITY TO RESPOND TO THESE TYPES OF INSULTS AND 
ANNOYANCES. OF COURSE SOME PROBLEMS ARISE FROM INADEQUATE 
EQUIPMENT, BUT THEY SAY COMMAND AND CONTROL SYSTEMS HAVE 
ALSO BEEN SLOW TO REACT. THEIR BIGGEST WORRY IS THAT 
KURISU'S "SACRIFICE" WILL COME TO NAUGHT AND THAT A 
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GENUINE PROBLEM WILL AGAIN BE SWEPT UNDER THE RUG AS TOO 
POLITICALLY HOT TO HANDLE. WESTMORE 
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